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DIVISION 38:  CONSERVATION AND LAND MANAGEMENT - 
Supplementary Information No 85 
Question:  Hon Bill Stretch asked:  I refer the Committee to the capital works program on page 635 of the 
Budget Statements. In particular, I refer to the estimated $1.35 million that will be spent on the firefighting fleet 
replacement program. How many units does this represent? What categories are the units; that is, are they 
heavy, medium or light attack units? 
Answer:  The Department intends to spend the $1.35 million in 2002/2003 on the replacement of 10 heavy duty 
tankers, 6 light patrol units, 1 wheeled loader and 1 medium bulldozer. The $1.35 million will be augmented by a 
further $180,000 from the sale of used heavy duty tankers to volunteer bushfire brigades. 
Supplementary Information No 86 
Question: Hon Bill Stretch asked:  The response given to a question asked in the Legislative Assembly was that 
the committee would report in April 2002. Are we talking about the same committee that was mentioned in the 
Legislative Assembly? I refer the Committee to page 83 of the uncorrected Hansard on 11 June. 

Answer:  The response given in the Legislative Assembly referred to both the Internal Fire Review and the Fire 
Symposium. The April 2002 time line referred to those processes. The public review to be conducted by the EPA 
will commence later this year. 

Supplementary Information No 87 

Question:  Hon Christine Sharp asked  What funding has not yet been spent on the forest management plan 
process? 

Answer:  Approximately $200,000 provided in 2001-2002 has not been spent and will be carried over to 2002-
2003. 

Supplementary Information No 88 

Question:  Hon Bruce Donaldson asked:  I turn to the output performance measures on page 630 of the Budget 
Statements and the number of visitors to managed sites, which was about 10 million in 2001-02. A modest 
increase to 10.5 million is targeted for 2002-03. Are any detailed figures available on how that figure was 
determined for the different sites managed by the Department of Conservation and Land Management? If the 
parliamentary secretary does not have the detail on hand, will he provide that information by way of 
supplementary information? 

Answer:  A report containing the current visitor statistics is tabled.  [Held by Committee.] 

Supplementary Information No 89 

Question:  Hon Giz Watson asked:  Mr McNamara has said that the limiting factor is the number of staff in the 
Marine Conservation Branch who are available to deal with the variety of proposed marine parks. How many 
staff are allocated to that process? 

Answer:  Approximately five full-time equivalents (FTEs) are allocated to the marine reserve implementation 
process. 

Supplementary Information No 90 

Question:  Hon George Cash asked:  Is CALM negotiating for the purchase of purchase of any part of 
Windimurra pastoral lease 3114/1150?  If so, which portion of the lease is involved and what is the current 
status of negotiations? 

Answer:  The purchase of lands by the Department of Conservation and Land Management to add to the 
conservation estate is treated on a commercial-in-confidence basis.  It is not appropriate to disclose details of 
land transactions of this nature until such time as the dealing is concluded or an agreement is entered into that is 
unconditional. 

Question:  Hon Giz Watson MLC asked:  With regard to p 632 Major Initiatives for 2002-2003 dot point 6 
“Commence the development of a nomination for World Heritage listing for Ningaloo Marine Park and North 
West Cape”:  

(a) When will this region be nominated for World Heritage listing? 

(b) Will the proposed southern extension of Ningaloo Marine Park be included in the nomination? 

(c) If no to (b), why not? 
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Answer:  

(a) Nomination will proceed subject to an assessment of the area’s values against World Heritage criteria 
and consultation with the community and stakeholders, in collaboration with the Commonwealth 
Government. 

(b) This will be determined in the assessment process. 

(c) Not applicable. 

Question: Hon Giz Watson MLC asked:  With regard to p632 Major Initiatives for 2002-2003 dot point 14 
“Significantly increase the number of management plans covering conservation reserves in the State”:  

(a) How many National or Marine Parks currently have outstanding reviews of their management plans? 

(b) Can you please list these management plans? 

(c) When will these reviews be completed? 

(d) What is the cause or causes of the delays in completing these reviews? 

Answer:  

(a) Management plans are implemented for a period of 10 years and continue until they are replaced.  One 
marine park and five national parks have outstanding reviews.  

(b) Ningaloo Marine Park, Cape Range National Park, Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park, Shannon and 
D’Entrecasteaux National Parks and Yanchep National Park.  

(c) The reviews are scheduled to be completed in 2003/04. 

(d) There is a combination of factors, including priorities to establish new marine reserves and the lengthy 
and broad consultation process for reviews of plans.  Ningaloo Marine Park was established under a 
framework of consultation quite different to that now in place.  The review is, however, being 
undertaken in keeping with current requirements for consultation. National Park plans routinely take 
two to three years to prepare, allowing for revision of data and effective consultation.  

Question:  Hon Giz Watson MLC asked:  With regard to p650 Details of controlled Grants and Subsidies: 

(a) Why is there no Bushcare funding listed after 2000-2001? 

(b) Is there any on-going National Heritage Trust grants available in WA in 2002-2003? 

(c) If yes to (b), what are these grants and how much are they worth? 

Answer:  

(a) The table on page 650 “Details of Controlled Grants, Subsidies and Transfer Payments” applies to 
Grants made through the agency of the Department or transferred through the Department to other 
organisations. In 2000/01 a number of Natural Heritage Trust grants were channelled through accounts 
maintained by the Department in this category. This has not been a normal process for such funding, 
where most grants are routinely channelled through the Department of Agriculture, which operates the 
State’s Natural Heritage Trust Secretariat, or through specific purpose trust accounts maintained by the 
Department of Conservation and Land Management. No Natural Heritage Trust funds were channelled 
through this account process after 2000/01. 

(b)-(c) Yes, however the Commonwealth Government has not yet made its Natural Heritage Trust funding 
decision for 2002/2003. 

Question:  Hon Giz Watson MLC asked: With regard to p626 Major Initiatives for 2002-2003 dot point 3 
Establishment of Marine Parks and Reserves and p621 Significant Issues and Trends dot point 4 “The need to 
establish a comprehensive adequate and representative conservation reserve system, both terrestrial and 
marine, throughout the State”, and given there have been no new marine parks or reserves established in the 
past 10 years: 

(a) At the current rate how long is it estimated it will take to establish such a reserve system in the marine 
environment? 

(b) Why is the progress on this reserve system so slow? 

(c) What is the overall budget allocation for 2002-2003 for establishment of the State Marine Reserve 
System? 
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(d) What is the overall Budget allocation for 2002-2003 for establishment of the State terrestrial reserve 
system? 

Answer: 

(a) Establishment of such a system is a long-term objective. Current planning is focussing on creation of 
marine conservation reserves at Jurien Bay, Dampier Archipelago-Cape Preston, the Montebello and 
Barrow Islands area, the Geographe Bay to Hardy Inlet area and the Walpole-Nornalup inlets. 

(b) The establishment of marine conservation reserves is an issue of considerable interest to a diverse set of 
stakeholders including conservation groups, professional fishers, recreational fishers, petroleum and 
mining industries and tourism operators. In 1997 the Conservation and Land Management Act was 
amended to provide a formal process of community and stakeholder consultation in the creation of 
reserves. This is a lengthy process, but one designed to produce reserves that adequately resolve 
community stakeholder concerns. 

(c) Approximately $950,000.  

(d) Approximately $3.4 million. 

Question:  Hon Giz Watson MLC asked:  With regard to p624 Key effectiveness indicators Threatened Species 
Management: 
(a) Why is there such a marked increase in threatened flora and fauna? 
(b) What are the main causes of this increase? 
(c) Why doesn’t the list of indicators include threatened communities? 
(d) How many threatened communities are there? 
(e) What are these threatened communities? 
(f) Where are these threatened communities located? 

Answer: 

(a)-(b) Flora and fauna are listed as threatened after sufficient research and survey have been undertaken to 
justify listing.  Nominations are considered by the Threatened Species Scientific Committee prior to 
recommendations being forwarded to the Minister for the Environment and Heritage for endorsement 
and gazettal.  

 During 2001/2002, 35 fauna taxa were added and 9 deleted and an additional 8 taxa were listed at their 
subgeneric level. The additions were 3 mammals (plus 7 subspecies); 17 birds (plus 1 subspecies); 4 
reptiles; 6 arachnids; 4 crustaceans; and 1 polychaete.  The deletions were: 1 mammal; 5 birds; 1 
cricket; 1 native bee; and 1 springtail.  

 During 2001/2002, 21 flora taxa were added to the list, 7 transferred from presumed extinct to extant, 
and 14 deleted.  Of the 7 species of presumed extinct flora transferred to extant (ie added to the 
threatened list), 5 were flora that were rediscovered in the field during surveys, one was discovered as a 
recently collected specimen held in the Herbarium, and one was the result of a taxonomic investigation. 

 Addition s reflect cumulative impacts of a range of threatening processes over time including land 
clearing, impacts of feral predators and other habitat changes. 

(c) Threatened ecological communities do not have legislative standing under the Wildlife Conservation 
Act 1950.  

(d) 68 threatened ecological communities in Western Australia have been endorsed by the Minister for the 
Environment and Heritage. 

(e)-(f) The recognised threatened communities for Western Australia and their locations are as follows -  

Community name       General Location (IBRA Regions) 

Banksia attenuata woodland over species rich dense shrublands  Swan Coastal Plain 

Perched wetlands of the Wheatbelt region with extensive stands of living 
Swamp Sheoak (Casuarina obesa) and Paperbark (Melaleuca strobophylla) 
across the lake floor.       Avon Wheatbelt 

Shrublands on southern Swan Coastal Plain Ironstones (Busselton area)  Swan Coastal Plain 

Sedgelands in Holocene dune swales of the southern Swan Coastal Plain Swan Coastal Plain 
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Stromatolite like freshwater microbialite community of coastal brackish 
lakes (Lake Clifton)       Swan Coastal Plain 

Stromatolite like microbialite community of coastal freshwater lakes 
(Lake Richmond)        Swan Coastal Plain 

Communities of Tumulus Springs (Organic Mound Springs,  
Swan Coastal Plain)       Swan Coastal Plain 

Shrublands and woodlands of the eastern side of the Swan Coastal Plain Swan Coastal Plain 

Perth to Gingin Ironstone Association     Swan Coastal Plain 

Shrublands and woodlands on Muchea Limestone    Swan Coastal Plain 

Rimstone Pools and Cave Structures Formed by Microbial Activity on 
Marine Shorelines       Warren  

Callitris preissii (or Melaleuca lanceolata) forests and woodlands, 
Swan Coastal Plain       Swan Coastal Plain 

Shrublands on calcareous silts of the Swan Coastal Plain   Swan Coastal Plain 

Southern wet shrublands, Swan Coastal Plain    Swan Coastal Plain 

Eucalyptus calophylla  - Kingia australis woodlands on heavy soils, 
Swan Coastal Plain       Swan Coastal Plain 

Eucalyptus calophylla - Xanthorrhoea preissii woodlands and shrublands, 
Swan Coastal Plain       Swan Coastal Plain 

Stromatolite community of stratified hypersaline coastal lakes   Geraldton Sandplain 

Scott River Ironstone Association      Warren 

Banksia attenuata and/or Eucalyptus marginata woodlands of the eastern 
side of the Swan Coastal Plain      Swan Coastal Plain 

Forests and woodlands of deep seasonal wetlands of the Swan Coastal Plain Swan Coastal Plain 
Eucalyptus calophylla woodlands on heavy soils of the southern 
Swan Coastal Plain       Swan Coastal Plain 

Eucalyptus calophylla - Eucalyptus marginata woodlands on sandy clay 
soils of the southern Swan Coastal Plain     Swan Coastal Plain 

Aquatic Root Mat Community Number 1 of Caves of the Swan Coastal 
Plain         Swan Coastal Plain 

Aquatic Root Mat Community Number 1 of Caves of the 
Leeuwin Naturaliste Ridge       Warren 

Aquatic Root Mat Community Number 2 of Caves of the 
Leeuwin Naturaliste Ridge       Warren 

Aquatic Root Mat Community Number 3 of Caves of the 
Leeuwin Naturaliste Ridge       Warren 

Aquatic Root Mat Community Number 4 of Caves of the 
Leeuwin Naturaliste Ridge       Warren 

Montane Thicket and Heath of the South West Botanical Province, 
above approximately 900m above sea level.     Esperance Sandplain 

Calothamnus graniticus heaths on south west coastal granites   Warren/Jarrah Forest 

Herb rich saline shrublands in clay pans     Swan Coastal Plain 

Herb rich shrublands in clay pans      Swan Coastal Plain 

Dense shrublands on clay flats      Swan Coastal Plain 

Shrublands on dry clay flats      Swan Coastal Plain 

Perched fresh-water wetlands of the northern Wheatbelt dominated 
by extensive stands of living Eucalyptus camaldulensis (River Red Gum) 
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across the lake floor.       Avon Wheatbelt 

Camerons Cave Troglobitic Community     Carnarvon Basin 

Unwooded freshwater wetlands of the southern Wheatbelt of Western 
Australia, dominated by Muehlenbeckia horrida subsp. abdita and 
Tecticornia verrucosa across the lake floor     Avon Wheatbelt 

Cape Range Remipede Community      Carnarvon Basin 

Acacia rostellifera low forest with scattered Eucalyptus camaldulensis 
on Greenough Alluvial Flats.      Geraldton Sandplain 

Themeda grasslands of Pilbara Region. Grassland plains dominated by the 
perennial Themeda (kangaroo grass) and many annual herbs and grasses.  Pilbara 

Heath dominated by one or more of Regelia megacephala, Kunzea praestans 
and Allocasuarina campestris on ridges and slopes of the chert hills of the 
Coomberdale floristic region.      Avon Wheatbelt 

Plant assemblages of the Billeranga System (Beard 1976):  
Melaleuca filifolia - Allocasuarina campestris thicket on clay sands over  
laterite on slopes and ridges; open mallee over mixed scrub on yellow 
sand over gravel on western slopes; Eucalyptus loxophleba woodland 
over sandy clay loam or rocky clay on lower slopes and creeklines; 
and mixed scrub or scrub dominated by Dodonaea inaequifolia over 
red/brown loamy soils on the slopes and ridges    Avon Wheatbelt 

Clay flats assemblages of the Irwin River: Sedgelands and grasslands 
with patches of Eucalyptus loxophleba and scattered E. camaldulensis 
over Acacia acuminata and A. rosellifera shrubland on brown sand/loam 
over clay flats of the Irwin River.      Avon Wheatbelt 

Plant assemblages of the Koolanooka System (Beard 1976): 
Allocasuarina campestris scrub over red loam on hill slopes; Shrubs and 
emergent mallees on shallow loam red over massive ironstone on 
steep rocky slopes; Eucalyptus ebbanoensis subsp. ebbanoensis mallee 
and Acacia sp. scrub with scattered Allocasuarina huegeliana over 
red loam and ironstone on the upper slopes and summits; Eucalyptus 
loxophleba woodland over scrub on the footslopes; and mixed Acacia sp. 
scrub on granite        Avon Wheatbelt 

Plant assemblages of the Moonagin System (Beard 1976): Acacia scrub on 
red soil on hills; Acacia scrub with scattered Eucalyptus loxophleba and 
Eucalyptus oleosa on red loam flats on the foothills    Avon Wheatbelt 

Melaleuca huegelii - Melaleuca acerosa shrublands on limestone ridges 
(Gibson et al. 1994 type 26a)      Swan Coastal Plain 

Monsoon thickets on coastal sand dunes of Dampier Peninsula   West Kimberley, 
         Dampierland Bioregion 

Mt Lindesay-Little Lindesay Vegetation Complex     Frankland District, 
         Warren Region 

Russell Range mixed thicket complexes      South Coast,  
         Esperance Plains Bioregion 

Ferricrete floristic community (Rocky Springs type)    Geraldton Sandplain 
Herblands and Bunch Grasslands on gypsum lunette dunes alongside 
saline playa lakes        Esperance Sandplain 

Plant assemblages of the Inering System (Beard 1976)   Avon Wheatbelt 

Lesueur-Coomallo Floristic Community D1     Geraldton Sandplain 

Lesueur-Coomallo Floristic Community A1.2    Geraldton Sandplain 

Theda Soak rainforest       North Kimberley 
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Walcott Inlet rainforest swamps      North Kimberley 

Roe River swamp rainforest      North Kimberley 

Dragon Tree Soak organic mound spring community Kimberley Region, Great Sandy 
Desert Bioregion 

Bunda Bunda organic mound spring communities West Kimberley,  
      Dampierland Bioregion 

Big Springs organic mound spring communities    West Kimberley, 
         Dampierland Bioregion 

Organic mound spring communities of the southern North 
Kimberley bioregion       North Kimberley 

Black Spring organic mound spring community    North Kimberley 

Assemblages of the organic mound springs of the Mandora   West Kimberley, 
Marsh area        Dampierland and Great Sandy 
Desert 

Bioregions 

Plant assemblages of the Broomehill System     Avon Wheatbelt 

Assemblages of the organic mound springs of the Three Springs region  Avon Wheatbelt 
Depot Springs stygofauna community     Goldfields Region 
         Murchison Bioregion 

Thumb Peak, mid mount Barren, Woolburnup Hill Eucalyptus 
acies mallee heath       Esperance Sandplain 

Species-rich faunal community of the intertidal mudflats of Roebuck Bay Kimberley 

Herbaceous plant assemblages on Bentonite Lakes    Avon Wheatbelt 

Question: Hon Giz Watson MLC asked:  With regard to p624 Wildlife Utilisation -red kangaroo population: 

(a) What is the reduction in population estimate? 

(b) What is the cause of this reduction? 

(c) How is this estimate calculated? 

(d) Will there be a reduction in harvest to maintain the previous 5 to 55% commercial harvest as a 
percentage of estimated population? 

(e) If no to d), why not? 

Answer: 

(a) Red kangaroo populations in the rangelands of Western Australia fluctuate in response to rainfall and 
pasture condition. Populations have cycled between an estimated 820,000 and over 2,700,000 over the 
past 20 years. The population estimate for 2001 was 1,700,000 in comparison to the 2000 estimate of 
2,700,000. 

(b) The population reduction is a result of declines in the Pilbara region between 1999 and 2001 and 
elsewhere due to the tapering off of the very good conditions experienced through the late 1990’s. 

(c) The estimate is calculated from standard aerial survey counts across the rangelands. 

(d) The commercial quota for red kangaroos was reduced from 350,000 in 2001 to 250,000 in 2002. The 
2002 quota is 14.8% of the population estimate and is within the standard quota range. 

(e) Not applicable. 

Question: Hon Giz Watson MLC asked: With regard to p626 Major Initiatives 2002-2003 dot point 1: “Progress 
development of a Biological Diversity Conservation Bill”: 

(a) When will this Bill be introduced to Parliament? 

(b) What is the cause of the delay in introducing this Bill? 

(c) Who is being consulted in the development of this Bill? 
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(d) What resources are being allocated in 2002-2003 to the completion and introduction of this Bill? 

Answer: 

(a) It is intended that the Bill will be introduced after a public consultation process has been concluded. 
The timetable for this has not been determined. 

(b) The proposed Bill is intended to replace the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950. The Bill will therefore 
need to incorporate developments in biodiversity conservation over the last 50 years as well as take into 
account of the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. The 
Government has required the Department of Conservation and Land Management to give priority to 
implementation of the Protecting our old growth forests policy, however it is intended that development 
of new biodiversity conservation legislation will be given attention during 2002/03. 

(c) See (a), there will be broad public consultation.  

(d) The Department of Conservation and Land Management will allocate staff time as necessary to 
complete the proposed public consultation paper and subsequent drafting instructions. 

Question:  Hon Giz Watson MLC asked: With regard to p626 Major Initiatives for 2002-2003 dot point 1 
“Progress development of …. a Western Australian Biodiversity Conservation Strategy”: 

(a) When will this strategy be completed? 

(b) Who is involved in the development of this strategy? 

(c) What is the nature and extent of stakeholder involvement? 

(d) What resources are being allocated in the 2002-2003 budget to the development of this strategy? 

Answer: 

(a) No timetable has yet been established for completion of this strategy. However, during 2001/02 the 
Department of Conservation and Land Management has devoted significant staff resources to the 
biodiversity audit project of the National Land and Water Resources Audit, and the Department regards 
that audit as providing a significant contribution to the development of a biodiversity conservation 
strategy for Western Australia. 

(b) The development of the strategy will be undertaken by the Department of Conservation and Land 
Management in consultation with stakeholders. 

(c) There will be broad community consultation in the development of the strategy. 

(d) The strategy and consultation process will be undertaken using existing staff resources within the 
Department of Conservation and Land Management.  

Question:  Hon Bill Stretch MLC asked: Page 621, the ‘purchase of outputs’ forward estimates for 2004/05 
show a grand total expenditure of $121,309,000, some $6.2 million larger than the forward estimate for the 
previous year and some $8.5 million more than the following year. How is this increase in funding for 2004/05 
to be spent? 

Answer:  Refer to Page 621 “Appropriations and Forward Estimates. 

1.1 Total appropriations provided to purchase outputs: 

 2003-04   2004-05  Variance 
 $’000  $’000  $’000 

 113,485  118,993  Plus 5,508 in 2004-05 

Reasons for increase in 2004-05 are: 

 (a) Deferment of Salinity Strategy expenditure out of AlintaGas funds from 2001-02 to 2004-05, 
plus $3.858 million; 

 (b) Payroll/cost escalation increase, plus $1.214 million; 

 (c) Capital User Charge increase, plus $0.436 million. 

1.2 Total appropriations provided to purchase outputs: 

 2004-05   2005-06  Variance 
 $’000  $’000  $’000 
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 118,993  112,450  Minus 6,543 in 2005-06 

Reasons for decrease in 2005-06 are: 

 (a) Completion of expenditure of Salinity Strategy AlintaGas funds in 2004-05, minus $8.354 
million; 

 (b) Payroll/cost escalation increase, plus $1.43 million; 

 (c) Capital User Charge increase, plus $0.381 million. 

1.3 Item 150 Capital Contribution: 

 2003-04   2004-05  Variance 
 $’000  $’000  $’000 

 1,616  2,316  Plus 700 in 2004-05 

Reasons for increase in 2004-05: 

 (a) New funding for parks in Western Australia - Parks Improvement (non-forest areas), plus 
$1.0 million; 

 (b) Gnangara Park Development ongoing program, plus $0.25 million; 

 (c) Protecting Our Old-Growth Forests - national park infrastructure, minus $0.45 million; 

 (d) Leschenault Peninsula tourism facilities development, minus $0.1 million. 

1.4 Item 150 Capital Contribution: 

 2004-05   2005-06  Variance 
 $’000  $’000  $’000 

 2,316  323  Minus 1,993 in 2005-06 

Reasons for decrease in 2005-06 are: 

 (a) Protecting Our Old-Growth Forests - national parks infrastructure completed in 2004-05, 
minus $2.05 million; 

 (b) Leschenault Peninsula tourism facilities development completed in 2004-05, minus $0.5 
million; 

 (c) Gnangara Park development, minus $0.3 million 

Note:  The reduction in funding requirements for a), b) and c) in 1.4 totals $2.85 million. In addition to a reduced 
Capital Contribution of $1.993 million, the drawdown from the Holding Account was also reduced by $0.857 
million. 

Question:  Hon Bill Stretch MLC, asked:  Page 632.  Who are the stakeholders in the proposed Walpole 
Wilderness Area who are to be consulted as part of the preparation of the area’s final boundaries and 
management plan? 

Answer:  The Walpole Wilderness Area (WWA) Stakeholder Reference Group has been established to consider 
and provide advice in relation to the finalisation of the proposed boundaries of the WWA and the economic and 
social impacts stemming from the formation of the WWA and how these impacts can be addressed. The final 
report and recommendations of the group are under preparation. 

Membership of the Reference Group includes representatives from: 

Wildflower Industry Group 
Forest Products Commission 
Water and Rivers Commission 
Department of Conservation and Land Management 
Shire of Manjimup 
Shire of Denmark 
Shire of Plantagenet 
South Coast Environment Group 
Denmark Environment Centre 
Timber Communities Australia 
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Native Title Claimants 
Craftwood industry 
Forest Industries Federation 
Department of Mineral and Petroleum Resources 
Western Australian Tourism Commission 
Consultative Committee for the Protection of the Bee Industry 
Forum Advocating Cultural and Eco-Tourism 
Australia Workers’ Union 

When the proposed boundaries have been finalised the WWA Community Advisory Committee will provide 
advice on the development of a management plan for the WWA. In addition to a number of community 
representatives, membership of the advisory committee includes representatives from: 

Shire of Manjimup 
Shire of Denmark 
South Coast Environment Group 
Denmark Environment Centre 
Native Title Claimants 
Timber Communities of Australia 

Question:  Hon Bill Stretch MLC, asked: Page 635.  What tourism facilities are to be installed within the 
Gnangara Park Development at a total cost of $1.749 million? 

Answer:  The $1.749 million is allocated over five years to implement the development, management and 
protection of visitor amenities in the Gnangara Park. Developments will eventually include recreation sites. 

$250,000 is allocated for 2002/03 and will be expended on eliminating vandalism, including access control, 
fencing and gating, removal of rubbish and provision of signage. 

Question:  Hon Bill Stretch MLC, asked:  Page 635.  What costs are to be incurred by the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management for the implementation of the plan to replace pine plantations within the 
Gnangara Park Development with native vegetation? 

Answer:  The cost to replace pines with native vegetation will depend on the number of hectares replaced. The 
cost per hectare depends on the amount of native vegetation remaining in the pine forest and the vegetation 
association to be re-established. 
It is anticipated that with appropriate management, over the next 10-15 years, prior to the clearfelling of pines, 
that the remnant native vegetation will be enhanced leading to improved revegetation following harvest. 
Current figures indicate that revegetation costs will be in the order of $1,800 to $6,000 per hectare. 
Question:  Hon Bill Stretch MLC asked:  Page 637.  Why does the amount of user charges and fees within 
‘Revenues from ordinary services’ drop from the 2001/02 Estimated Actual of $28.06 million to the 2002/03 
Budget Estimate of $16.44 million? 
Answer:  User charges and fees revenue is estimated to be $11.62 million less in 2002-03 compared with 2001-
02. This reflects a reduced payment to the Department of Conservation and Land Management from the Forest 
Products Commission for works undertaken in native forests, which would be incurred regardless of logging 
activities. Funding of these activities is now by way of an appropriation to the Department. 
Question:  Hon Bill Stretch MLC, asked:  Page 637.  Why does the amount of grants and subsidies within 
‘Revenues from ordinary services’ drop from the 2002/03 Budget Estimate of $14 million to $12 million in each 
of the next three years? 
Answer:  Grants and subsidies revenue is estimated to be $2 million less in 2003-04 (and out years) compared 
with 2002-03. This reflects expected reduced Commonwealth grants for conservation land acquisition due to the 
finalisation in 2002-03 of the pastoral lease acquisition program for conservation undertaken by the State under 
the Gascoyne-Murchison  

Strategy. The Commonwealth Government normally contributes on a ratio of 2:1 for approved land acquisition 
projects. 

Question:  Hon Bill Stretch MLC asked:  Page 623.  What projects, services, activities, research or other aspects 
of Department of CALM’s functions were cut or reduced as a result of funding being reduced from the 2001/02 
Budget figure of $153.498 million down to the Estimated Actual figure for 2001-02 of $141.186 million? 
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Answer:  The expenditure for 2001-02 is forecast to be $12.312 million below the 2001-02 printed budget. The 
predominant factor in the lower expenditure figure relates to the deferral of $8.424 million of Salinity Strategy 
AlintaGas funds from 2001-02 to 2002-03 and out years.  

In addition, overall expenditure is forecast to be below budget as a result of lower than expected internal 
revenues available from recoupable projects and grants. 
Question:  Hon Robin Chapple MLC asked:  I refer to the 2015 Pastoral Release Renewals, the process of which 
I believe is to be finalised by December 2002: 

(1) Has CALM developed a list of lands to be included within the conservation estate as a result of this 
process? 

(2) How much has CALM expended thus far in carrying out this work, and what has been budgeted to 
finalise this process? 

(3) Have any funds been set aside for participatory community involvement in this process? 
Answer: 

(1) Under the Land Administration Act 1997 it is the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure who 
determines which leases and part leases will not be renewed in 2015 for the reason that they are 
required for the conservation reserve system. The Department of Conservation and Land Management 
has provided information to the Department of Land Administration and the Pastoral Lands Board on 
areas of pastoral leases that have high conservation value and that would be worthy of incorporation in 
the conservation reserve system. This includes parts of leases and whole leases.  

(2) The Department routinely collects and analyses data associated with planning for a comprehensive, 
adequate and representative conservation reserve system and has built into this proposals for reserves 
going back to the 1970s through the then Environmental Protection Authority’s conservation through 
reserves process. Since the amendments to the Land Administration Act in 2000 the Department has 
incorporated the tasks of coordination of the preparation of cases for possible transfer of pastoral lease 
lands into conservation reserves in 2015 into one of its Senior Environmental Protection Officer 
positions. That officer has liaised across the Department in preparing the cases. It is not possible to give 
an accurate estimate of the budget funds expended on this process as they have not been separately 
accounted, however they have consisted essentially of salary costs for that officer and others he has 
consulted, as well as mapping costs. 

(3) Not applicable. The Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is responsible for determining areas to be 
excluded from renewal in 2015 and the consultative processes relating to decision making. The Minister 
has announced her intention to establish a working group to consider the best way to conserve those 
pastoral areas identified as being of special environmental significance. The Department of 
Conservation and Land Management will be involved in that process. 

Question: Hon Robin Chapple MLC asked:  

(1) Does the Department have any evidence that Ningaloo Reef was subject to coral bleaching over the 
2001-02 summer? 

(2) Does the Department monitor the reef for indications of bleaching events, and if so, where is this 
reflected in the current budget? 

(3) If no to 2), why not? 

(4) To the Department’s knowledge, has Ningaloo ever been subject to coral bleaching events? 
Answer: 

(1) Yes, localised coral bleaching has occurred on Ningaloo Reef during the 2001-02 summer. This 
occurred after the annual coral spawning where large spawn slicks stripped the water of oxygen causing 
some species of corals to die.  

(2) The Department has established over sixty permanent monitoring sites throughout the Ningaloo Marine 
Park. Monitoring programs have recorded bleaching events since 1989. Coral bleaching events related 
to high seawater temperatures and coral spawning events are routinely monitored by the Department. 
The budget for the monitoring of the Ningaloo Marine Park is embedded in the Departmental 
allocations to the Marine Conservation Branch and the Exmouth District.     

(3) Not applicable. 
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(4) The Ningaloo Reef has been subject to a number of coral bleaching events in the past from both coral 
spawning events and elevated seawater temperatures. Bleaching occurred near Coral Bay in 1989 and 
2002. Anecdotal accounts of bleaching go back to the 1970s. Bleaching, as a result of elevated seawater 
temperatures is generally minor and does not occur on the scale of similar events on the Great Barrier 
Reef or on more northern coral reefs in WA. Coral spawn related bleaching events have caused 
significant coral and fish mortality in some areas of Ningaloo Reef.   

Question:  Hon Robin Chapple MLC asked:  What is CALM’s budget for maintenance and facilities in new and 
existing parks and reserves in the Kimberley? 

Answer: 

The Consolidated Fund budget for new parks (Mitchell River National Park, other Mitchell Plateau reserves and 
King Leopold Range Conservation Park) is $75,000. 
The budget for existing parks and reserves is $668,000. 
Question:  Hon Robin Chapple MLC asked:  I refer to the management of fire in the Kimberley region: 

(1) Does the Department concur that burning in the Kimberley may be causing mammal extinctions? 

(2) What is the Department’s budget for fire management in the Kimberley? 

(3) Who is primarily responsible for management of wildfires in the Kimberley, be they deliberately or 
accidentally lit? 

Answer: 

(1) The Department of Conservation and Land Management is very concerned about reports that mammal 
species are declining in the Kimberley and elsewhere in northern Australia. There is no evidence to 
suggest that the declines have caused extinctions to date, although the risk of extinctions in the medium 
to longer term is real. Inappropriate fire regimes are one of the factors that are believed to be 
contributing to the reported decline. The Department will be undertaking biological surveys of a 
number of reserves in the north Kimberley, including the Prince Regent Nature Reserve, Drysdale River 
National Park and islands off the coast, over the next two years in association with the Tropical 
Savannahs Cooperative Research Centre. The aim of these surveys is to compare current fauna 
distributions and abundance with those from surveys conducted in the 1970s, in order to quantify levels 
of decline and areas most impacted. 

(2) The Department’s budget for the 2001-02 financial year for fire management in the Kimberley is 
approximately $110,000 excluding wildfire suppression. 

(3) Wildfire suppression is primarily the responsibility of the manager of the land on which the fire occurs. 
The Department therefore assumes responsibility for wildfires that occur on the conservation estate. 
Pastoralists have responsibility for wildfires on pastoral leases and the Department of Land 
Administration is responsible for wildfires on unallocated Crown land. The Department has 
management responsibility for less than 10 percent of the Kimberley region. 

Question:  Hon Dee Margetts MLC asked:  Outcome:  Conservation of biodiversity, Output 1: Nature 
Conservation (p625).  With regard to the recent instructions to a landholder from the Shire of Gingin to burn 
4100 acres of high conservation value banksia woodland at Swan location 7779, Wannamal Road West, over 
two years, can the Department advise: 

(a) Whether the Department is aware of this policy or practice? 

(b) Whether it agrees with this policy or practice of the Shire of Gingin; and 

(c) If not, what action does the Department propose to take? 

(d) Does the Department consider that burning all 4100 acres in a short period is an appropriate fire 
hazard reduction policy when it will have a significant impact on the ecology of the area and destroy 
the high conservation value of the banksia woodland? 

Answer: 

(a) The Department of Conservation and Land Management is aware that a local government may give 
notice to a landowner or occupier to undertake works for the removal or abatement of a fire danger, 
under the provisions of the Bush Fires Act 1954. 

(b) Government policy relating to this matter rests with the Minister for Police and Emergency Services as 
the Minister administering the Bush Fires Act. The Department has a statutory responsibility for the 
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conservation of flora and fauna throughout the State, and its aim in most prescribed burning operations 
in native vegetation is to create a mosaic of burnt and unburnt patches and to promote biodiversity 
through ecologically-based fire regimes representing a range of fire intervals, seasons, intensities and 
scales. 

(c) N/A. 

(d) See (b). 

Question:  Hon Peter Foss MLC asked:  Are you able to estimate the resources previously available for the 
control of forest fires, before the reduction in logging, in particular: 

(1) (a) What resources were available through Government? 

 (b) What resources could be called upon from contractors to CALM or FPC? 

 (c) What other resources were available? 

(2) How has this situation altered with the reduction in logging and what resources will be available after 
2004? 

(3) How many hectares of the Forest Estate (both State forests and areas in other reserves) are currently in 
a state where the fuel load is acceptable for fire control purposes and how many hectares are not? To 
what degree is the fuel load unacceptable and what measures would be required to render it acceptable 
(in the case of the latter - what resources in time, equipment, money and manpower would be 
required)? 

Answer: 

(1)-(2) An analysis has been undertaken of the resources available for fire suppression in the Warren Region. 
This is the administrative region of the Department of Conservation and Land Management most 
affected by reductions in the timber industry. 

 (a) Government resources (Department of Conservation and Land Management and Forest 
Products Commission) 

  Previous (2000/01) Fire crew staff  74 
     Incident Control staff 78 
     Machinery  3 dozers 
        1 front end loader 
        3 low loaders 
        3 graders 
        2 tractors 
  Current (2001/02) Fire crew staff  84 
     Incident Control staff 82 
     Machinery  3 dozers 
        1 front end loader 
        3 low loaders 
        3 graders 
        2 tractors 
  Estimated (after 2004) Fire crew staff  80 
     Incident Control staff 78 
     Machinery  3 dozers 
        1 front end loader 
        3 low loaders 
        3 graders 
        2 tractors 
 (b) Native forest harvest contractors 
  Previous (2000/01)    10 dozers 
        29 front end loaders 
        20 skidders 
        7 low loaders 
  Current (2001/02)    9 dozers 
        28 front end loaders 
        20 skidders 
        6 low loaders 
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  Estimated (after 2004)    65% reduction from 2000/01 availability 

 (c) Other local (non harvest) contractors 
  Previous (2000/01)    17 dozers 
        8 front end loaders 
        1 skidder 
        11 low loaders 
        8 graders 

  Current (2001/02)    17 dozers 
        8 front end loaders 
        1 skidder 
        11 low loaders 
        8 graders 
  Estimated (after 2004)    17 dozers 
        8 front end loaders 
        1 skidder 
        11 low loaders 
        8 graders 

(3) The areas in State forest and conservation reserves in the south-west regions, where fuel levels are in a 
state where it is possible to control wildfires under extreme summer conditions, are mostly confined to 
those areas that have been burnt within the past six years. 

 The degree of difficulty of containing severe summer wildfires increases with the age of the fuel and 
ranges from “relatively easy” for areas last burnt up to four years previously, to “difficult” in five or six 
year old fuels, to “extremely difficult” in fuels burnt more than six years previously. 

 The area burnt by prescribed burns and wildfires in the past four years totals approximately 446,000 
hectares or about 18 percent of the total estate of 2,476,500 hectares managed by the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management in the forest regions, comprising State forest, timber reserves, 
national parks, nature reserves, conservation parks and other reserves. The areas burnt five and six years 
ago total about 380,000 hectares or 15 percent of the total estate.  The area with fuels up to six years old 
is 826,000 hectares or 33 percent of the total estate. 

 It is considered by the Department that in order to provide an acceptable level of protection for 
biodiversity, natural values and community assets in the south-west, at least 40 percent (one million 
hectares) of the estate should have a fuel age six years or less. To achieve this level of protection it will 
require an annual prescribed burn program of about 200,000 hectares per year over the next six years, 
and an annual program of 166,000 hectares thereafter. 

 There are a number of factors that determine whether the target burn program can be achieved.  In the 
past three years, the extended drought conditions have caused the natural fuels to dry early in the spring 
months and remain dry late in autumn.  This has severely limited the number of days when burns can be 
undertaken safely.  For example the 2001/02 burning season in most forest districts was limited to less 
than 30 percent of the number of days available in previous years. As a result the area burnt in the 
2001/02 burning season was about 80,000 hectares. 

 Other factors influencing the achievement of burning programs include the availability of suitable 
weather conditions that will prevent smoke from affecting Perth and regional centres, and the increasing 
complexity of burning prescriptions to meet biodiversity objectives. 

 The Government has provided an additional $3 million for wildfire suppression in 2001/02 and future 
years in recognition of the need to properly fund this essential activity. 

 The Department has recently received an additional $250,000 annual allocation to bolster the seasonal 
burning crews in south-west regions.  It is considered that with this boost in manpower there are 
adequate numbers of trained fire staff, as well as fire trucks and other fire equipment to achieve the 
target of 200,000 hectares/annum given favourable weather and climatic conditions. 

 Fire management will continue to be a very important area of attention by the Government and the 
Department. The Department has conducted an internal review of its fire operations and the report on 
this review is to be published. A symposium on fire in south-west ecosystems was held in April 2002, 
and a public review by the Environmental Protection Authority is to be held. Fire management is a key 
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consideration in the current development of the next forest management plan and in management 
planning for existing and proposed national parks and other conservation reserves. 

 


